The Hill’s Chapel House Call
June 2011




Birth Announcements

Steven and Lesley Gales welcomed their new baby boy into the
world on Friday, May 13, 2011. Mason weighed 61bs. 120zs. and
was 20 inches long.

Matt and Aislinn Bowles welcomed their new baby daughter, Nyah
Sinead Bowles, into the world on Thursday, May 5, 2011. She
weighed 8 Ibs., 1.6 0zs. and was 19 and 1/2 inches long.

Book Bags

_ The Missions Committee has decided to extend the backpack
! ‘-’-(‘—f'"’"‘rk\,. program to the Catawba Springs children through the
A 2 summer. Arrangements are now being made for this to
happen. We would like to ask everyone to bring canned
goods, cereal and any other non-perishable, non-glass
411 container foods to church each Sunday. Also money for
. purchasing food can be given through the regular offering or
o given to Jane McAulay or Lea Anne in the church office. Be
.~ sure to mark checks "Backpack program". Making sure
these children have food in the summertime is a very
important service for us to provide.




Memorials

In Memory Of Donor’s Name Designated

Sarah Carter Ted & Joyce Gaston Budget

Sarah Carter John & Aileen O’Brien Building Fund

Sarah Carter Hill's Chapel UMC Sanctuary Fund
Dorothy Ann Dellinger Elain Stilwell Cemetery Trust Fund
Fred & Essie Dellinger Mr. & Mrs. Freddie Dellinger Cemetery Trust Fund
Claude & Cordie Stiers Mr. & Mrs. Freddie Dellinger Cemetery Trust Fund

Hilda Simmon Hill's Chapel UMC Cemetery Fund

Missions

The Missions and Evangelism Committee met on
May 10th. Special guests Dave and Judy
Boozer, members of Unity Presbyterian, gave a
\ presentation on Angel Food Ministries.

This non-profit supplies good and nutritious food to
locations across the country at about half of the price

//\ ' /\\‘ of grocery stores. There are a variety of different
options for the boxes, and everyone is eligible to

order. Pick-up is at Unity on a designated Saturday each month.

The Committee approved Hill's Chapel's participation in this ministry. The options for
June are located elsewhere in this newsletter--the deadline is June 19 to order online for
pickup on June 26. You can also turn in your order to the church by June 19--order and
payment forms are available in the church office.

Other food ministries were also discussed. The church is investigating providing food
throughout the summer to the families currently receiving bookbags every week. We're
also proposing a community garden be established down by the picnic shelter. Lauren
Sims, our Duke intern, will help coordinate this ministry during the summer.



GENESE PESCA--HAITIAN CHILD

Last year our children began sponsoring the education and nutrition of a child in Haiti, Genese
Pesca. We received a letter from Genese, written by one of her teachers in broken English, since
Haitians speak French. She writes:
Dear Hill's Chapel UMC:

It is very important that Genese write. She can't write. | write for her.

She is 10 years old and she is in the 3rd grade.

She takes about 60 minutes to arrive at school.

She lives with her father. Her mother is dead. She has 4 sisters and two brothers.

The kind of house is a mud hut.

She always goes to church with her father.

She likes to play with her friends.

She asks me to say thank you and to say that she prays for you.

Your friend, Genese

We can't imagine what life for Genese and children like her is in Haiti now. The offerings that the
children give every Sunday morning help to support her: We send $35 a month towards her
support.

Slow Down - Author unknown

Walk a little slower, Daddy, said a little child so small. I'm following in your footsteps and I don’t
want to fall.

Sometimes your steps are very fast; sometimes they’re hard to see. So walk a little slower, Daddy,
for you are leading me.

Someday when I’m all grown up, you’re what I want to be. Then I will have a little child who’ll
want to follow me.

And | would want to lead just right, and know that I was true; So walk a little slower, Daddy, for |
must follow you.



VISIONING OUR FUTURE

On June 14th and 16th, members of
Hill's Chapel have the opportunity to
work on our vision for the church. We
have received a grant that allows us to
work with Dave Zietlow to assess our
current strengths, articulate our
dreams, and then work out sound
strategies to get there.

Dave is a consultant/coach who works
with churches and clergy in three
conferences of the United Methodist
Church: North Carolina, Western North Carolina, and North Florida. He practices
"Appreciative Inquiry,” a model that uses questions as the means to move through a
process that includes four phases:

Discovery--reflecting on past successes around the chosen topic

Dream--using past successes to create the desired change

Design--defining action steps and

Destiny--embedding those changes into the life of the church.

The coaching will occur over the course of many months. Any and all members are
welcome to attend. It is especially important for committee leaders to attend as many
sessions as possible. Our introductory sessions will be 6:30-8:30 on Tuesday, June 16 and
Thursday, June 18 (participants should try to be at both meetings, though we know that
some may not be able to do this). After those meetings, we'll have some homework to do
over the summer, and then will begin again in September.

This is an incredible gift for Hill's Chapel, allowing us to help make real Joel's prophesy of
the great time when our older folks can dream dreams and our younger folks have visions.
It should be a time of great discovery and fun--and then the delight of watching dreams
come to fruition.



Ordering information is available online at www.angelfoodministries.com or contact the church

office at 704-827-9511. All orders are due on Sunday, June 19" and must be picked up on
Saturday, June 25" between 9:30-10:30 am at Unity Presbyterian Church.
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http://www.angelfoodministries.com/

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School

June 26" — 28"
Ages 2 — 5" grade
Dinner each night starting at 5:30 pm
Pre-Registration is requested
but not required.

Call 704-827-9511
to register by phone.




Registration Form

Hill’s Chapel VBS 2011
Sunday, June 26™ — Tuesday, June 28"

Ages 2 years old thru 5™ grade
6:00 pm until 8:00 pm
Dinner provided at 5:30 pm

Please complete and place in the offering plate, or return to the church office.

Name:

Age:

Last Grade Completed:

Parent or Guardian:

Address:

Emergency Phone #:

Please let us know if your child would like to be in the group
with a special friend:




Father’s Day Bulletin

Sunday, June 19, 2011 is Father’s Day and the Junior and Senior Youth are sponsoring the
annual Father’s Day bulletin. Entries are $1 each. Please fill out the form below and place
it in the offering plate or give to a youth leader. All entries are due by Sunday, June 12"
Thank you for your support!

Name:
By:
Honor: Memory:

Name:
By:
Honor: Memory:

Name:
By:
Honor: Memory:

Name:
By:
Honor: Memory:

Name:
By:
Honor: Memory:

Name:
By:
Honor: Memory:

Name:
By:
Honor: Memory:




CON(‘RATULATIONS

"~=>TO OUR &~
GRADUATES'

CAST LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL

Jakc Carter JT Gaston Brian Hilgcrt Cody Hodgcs

T he Administration, Facultg,
and Grac]uating (lass of
[T ast] incoln High School
are Proud to annouce
(_ommencement | xercises
Saturdag) June cleventh
Two thousand and eleven

at eight o’clock in the moming

David Clark Stadium
Denver, North Carolina



CONGRATULATIONS
"~=>TO OUR <~

GRADUATES!
&

NORTH LINCOLN HIGH
SCHOOL

Nathanial Hitt Megan Mundy

Tlﬁe Administration, Facultg,
and Grac]uating (lass of
North Lincoln High School
are Proud to annouce
(Commencement | xercises
Saturday, June cleventh
Two thousand and eleven
at ten o’clock in the morning
North | incoln High School Stadium
Lincolnton, North Carolina



Financial Snapshot

As of April 30, 2011

Lori Gaston, Treasurer

General Fund:
Contributions received 75,221.65
Expenses paid out:
Conference Apportionment (8,555.10)
Missions/Ministry (7,800.08)
Operations/Maintenance (22,634.49)
Personnel (44,572.91)
(83,562.58)
2010 general fund surplus/(deficit) (8,340.93)
Capital Funds:
Sanctuary fund 125,105.84
Building fund 46,810.07

Total 171,915.91




Thank You!

Thanks Hill’s Chapel for the exam boxes. We appreciate the outreach to college students.
May you be blessed for helping others. Kelsey and Evan McGalliard

Dear Hill’s Chapel UMC, Thank you so much for the sweet care package I received in the
mail. It is much appreciated during this stressful time of exams. Thanks for always being
there and caring. You are all such lovely people. Bailey

Hill’s Chapel, I would like to take the time to thank you for the care package. It was
exceedingly thoughtful. Such kindness and generosity is just what | needed to make it
through my exams. The care package was such a lovely gift and did not go unappreciated.
Stress can bring even the most positive person down, but it is hard to stay down with such
thoughtful and caring people like you all in my life. Thank you again for being there.
Love Always, Brooke Singleton

Dear Church Family, Thank you for the care packages we received during finals.
Everything was so useful and nice. It is wonderful to always feel so loved by such a great
church family. Your generosity, kindness, and prayers are greatly appreciated. Love, Kelly
and Brandon Butner

Dear Church Family, Thank you for the memorial gift for my sister. Hilda Simmons.
Thanks also for your calls and prayerful concerns. Love, Etrulia Mclntosh

Thank You for the cards and calls | received from Church members and the fruit basket |

received from the Church after my recent hip surgery. My recovery has gone exceptionally
well, thanks to the encouragement and support from our Church’s members. Jim Graham
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Anniversaries and Birthdays

01 — Chad and Julie Ballard

05 — Bradley and Amber Tuttle
06 — Johnny and Kathy Howie
09 — Ted and Joyce Gaston

11 — Chris and Evie Howie

13 — Dariel and Alice Dellinger

16 — Jim and Anne Graham

18 — Stephen and Shanna Wilkes
19 — Robbie and Melissa Grice
22 — Scott and Liz Kendrick

27 — Pete and Bernice Wilkinson
27 — Greg and Pat Young

01 — Heather Morrison
02 — Rachel Laney

02 — Jon Dwyer

03 — Chris McConnell
04 — Jamie Gales

04 — Cora Grice

04 — Linda Iddings

06 — Jessie Dellinger
07 — Georgia Stephens
08 — Emma Cadenhead
08 — Debbie Dellinger
08 — Michelle Halterman
08 — Laura Laney

08 — Kristen Dickson
09 — Austin King

10 — Casey Browning
12 — Spencer Gaston
13 — Mark Hills

14 — John Gaston

15 — Lori Gaston

16 — Lindsey Kendrick
17 - Bill Howard

17 — Jason Wilkes

19 — Chase Ballard

20 — Casey Bartholomew

20 — Montana York
21 — Jerry Hardin

22 — Mark Edwards, Sr.
22 — Geneva Dellinger
22 —Don Grice

22 — Randy Howie
23 — Candy Maddox
23 — Sandy Dellinger
23 — Kitty Feldon

23 — Madison Nodine
24 — Joan Dellinger
24 — Davis Nodine
25 — Sue Mayberry
25 — Kelly Miller
25— Greg Young

27 — Christy Young
28 — Brian Mundy

28 — Pat Taylor

28 — Susan Grice

28 — Danny Hardin
28 — Marla Miller

30 — Nicole Fellows
30 — Buddy Laney
30 — Reta Rue

30 — Christy Love




Willing Workers

9:00am Nursery
05 — Pam & Britt Fisher

12 — Barbara & Molly Farrow
19 — Tim & Christy Love
26 — Patty & Maddie Crow

9:00am Children’s Message
05 — Amber Tuttle

12 — Anne Graham

19 — Jeana Borman

26 — Pastor Val

9:00am Greeters

05 — John & Lori Gaston

12 — Bill & Joyce Howard

19 — Russell & Kristen Dickson
26 -TBD

9:00am Children’s Church
05 — Beth Dwyer

12 — Amber Tuttle

19 — Bailey Wilkes

26 — Liz Kendrick

11:00am Nursery

05 — Janet & Alix Howard
12 — Janet & Alix Howard
19 — Janet & Alix Howard
26 — Janet & Alix Howard

11:00am Children’s Message
05 — Amber Tuttle

12 — Amber Daughtery

19 — Jeana Borman

26 — Pastor Val

9:00am Snacks

05 — The Gales Family
12 -TBD

19 — Dwyer / Hodges
26 -TBD

9:00am Worship Set-Up

05 — John & Lori Gaston

12 -TBD

19 — Russell & Kristen Dickson
26 — Jeana & Stormy Borman




*Please note volunteers are still needed.

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE
“A Path into the Future”
A Proposal from Bishop Larry Goodpaster

Revised May 25, 2011

The Mission of The United Methodist Church:
“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” (2008 Book of

Discipline).

The Challenge of the Call to Action of The United Methodist Church:

“Redirect the flow of attention, energy, and resources of The United Methodist Church
to an intense concentration on fostering and sustaining an increase in the number
of vital congregations effective in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.”

A Vision for Our Western North Carolina Conference:

To fulfill our mission, respond to the challenge, and achieve our goals, the WNCC must
cultivate and increase the number of healthy, vital churches which are missional in outlook and
thriving in ministry.

Our Current Reality:

Within the Western North Carolina Conference, business as usual and fear of change has led to
stagnation. If we keep doing the same thing we have always done, we will keep getting the same
results: stagnant membership, dwindling worship attendance, aging congregations, and continuing
financial shortfalls all of which compromise the mission of the church. The immediate challenge
that confronts us is to build a future with hope and a bold faithfulness that resets our financial
baseline.

“A Path into the Future”

This proposal turns the energy and resources of our WNC conference toward increasing the
number of vital missional churches. It calls for a radical and strategic intervention that takes
seriously the economic reality of this present time, implements a realignment of conference staff
and resources with the mission, and revisions the role and responsibility of the district
superintendent. It sets the stage to redesign the system of relationships between churches and
districts so that the task making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world will be
the primary focus at every level of the church.

The leadership of the conference must remain singularly focused on the mission. We must
move away from institutional maintenance and toward the mission of making disciples and
transforming the world through vital, healthy churches. We believe that the organization and



structure exists to support, sustain, and strengthen local churches, and to extend the mission in the
world.

o Vital local churches engage in ministries in the local community and in the world.

o Vital local churches transform lives and neighborhoods driven by and inspired
by God’s love and our Wesleyan experience of personal and social holiness.

o Vital local churches network and connect with other vital churches and jointly
make a difference in the world.

o Vital local churches support and undergird the broader visions of the conference
and a structure where the focus is not on sustaining administrative bureaucracy
but on making disciples.

Above all, we must ignite the passion in the hearts of clergy and lay leadership in such a way
that the urgency of the mission outweighs the desire for institutional survival. In the Wesleyan
tradition, we need many more warm hearts and servant leaders living out the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Proposal for First Steps “Into the Future”

For the 2011-2012 Conference year, the Western North Carolina Conference will maintain the
current 15 Districts. During this year, the superintendents and staff will continue to expand and
build upon the work already begun, with more attention and energy being given to a coaching and
consulting model that has already started in some churches and districts.

Action Item: After consultation with superintendents and leaders of the
conference, the bishop proposes, supports, and challenges the
conference with this plan: At the 2011 session of the Western North
Carolina Conference, the WNCC will reduce the number of Districts to
8 beginning in July 2012, and fully operational no later than January
2013.

Rationale: (1) Frees and turns resources toward the vision of cultivating
vital, missional churches, and (2) resets the financial baseline of the
conference so that we can develop a durable and sustainable future for
mission and ministry across Western North Carolina and the world.

If the proposal for a reduction in the number of districts is approved, the bishop will
name a Transition Team to assist in drawing the lines and designing a plan of organization
which will support, sustain, and strengthen local churches. The transition team will include
a balance of lay, clergy, male and female members of the annual conference, will represent
both small and large churches, and will reflect the ethnic and socio-economic diversity of



the conference. At least one-half of the Transition Team will be composed of the delegates
elected by the Annual Conference to serve at the General and Jurisdictional Conferences.

Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends,

Sometimes it seems like there's just something in the air--the same idea or message arrives
simultaneously from multiple, unrelated sources. Recently I've sensed such a convergence.
1) Hill's Chapel, like almost all United Methodist churches--and most mainline churches,

for that matter--has experienced a decline in worship attendance that we find
disconcerting. We've moved to explore remedies through a coach/consultant. So
many churches are in the same boat that the Conference has received a major grant to
assist us. In our preliminary meeting with that coach, we discover that one of our
greatest strengths is our sense of mission.

2) Because of the decline in the Western North Carolina Conference, the Bishop has
revised his goals, termed "The Power of Three, where he had challenged the
conference to increase membership, attendance, mission, and new church starts. The
only goal reached, and in fact exceeded in the conference, was mission.

3) In Mid-May | attended the Festival of Homiletics (Preaching) in Minneapolis. The
theme for the conference was the changing culture and changing reality for our
churches: attendance is declining, we don't know what to do, and just working harder
at what we've been doing isn't working. It's a new age. One of the markers of that
new age is that what many unchurched people want is the opportunity to make a
difference in the world--that is, they want to do mission.

4) 1 went to Cokesbury Bookstore in search of a short Bible Study for our abbreviated
early summer session. Front and center in the store was the brand new study: Change
the World: Recovering the Message and Mission of Jesus. Author Mike Slaughter has
pastured the Ginghamsburg UMC since it began about 30 years ago. For many years
he just followed the church growth movement, concerned about numbers—the
"behinds in the seats" as he politely put it. Though very successful, Slaughter grew
increasingly dissatisfied with his ministry, feeling that it had moved from what it was
supposed to be. He writes, "The gospel is good news for the poor. If it is not working
to benefit the poor and oppressed, then it is not the gospel. Jesus calls his followers to
a lifestyle of sacrificial mission, giving ourselves with him for God's redemptive work
in the world.” (p. 26).

This six week study takes seriously the notion that church is a verb--an active body



working to change the world in Jesus' name. Each of the lessons focuses on a verb--an
action to which Jesus calls his people. As Christians, we are called to:

FOLLOW Jesus in his gospel mission
WELCOME the strange

FEED the hungry

HEAL the sick

RESCUE those in distress

GO boldly out into the world.

5) Our Missions/Evangelism committee over the past few meetings has stressed the
necessity of feeding the hungry, and has come up with ways for Hill's Chapel to
expand our mission in that area.

All of these events indicate the movement of the Spirit towards the basic calling and
mission of Jesus Christ. Our church is responding to that call.

Keep listening.
Blessings,
Val
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Like father, like child

As we celebrate Father’s Day, we likely see traits in our dads (or other father figures) that
we hope to be known for ourselves: integrity, gentleness, a great sense of humor, a love of
learning, a humble spirit.

Amy Grant’s song “Father’s Eyes” tells of a young girl who wants nothing more than for
others to recognize her father — and her heavenly Father — in her. “When people look
inside my life, I want to hear them say, ‘She's got her father's eyes.””

What characteristics of God your Father are reflected in your eyes, heart and life? And
what godly qualities would you like to cultivate?



May others see our heavenly Father in us!

Hill’s Chapel United Methodist Church
988 South Highway 16
Stanley, NC 28164






